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This press release contains the following item(s):

China’s scientific research to double impact in 2009 

China's growth as a scientific 'powerhouse' has been unprecedented. In 2006, the 
country overtook Japan and the United Kingdom to become the world's second 
largest producer of research papers, second only the United States. Now, a new 
analysis conducted by Nature China predicts that China is set to double the number 
of high-impact papers it publishes in 2009.

Editor Felix Cheung counted the number of ‘Chinese’ papers (primary research 
papers of which the corresponding author and more than 50% of the authors are 
based in mainland China) published in 5 top research journals — Nature, Science, 
Cell, Lancet and New England Journal of Medicine — between January 2000 and June 
2009. The number of Chinese papers published in these high-impact journals over 
the last nine years has tripled to 21 papers a year in 2008.

“The number in 2009 is set to double that in 2008,” said Cheung. “This year China 
has already published 25 papers on these top journals — and we are only half way
through the year.”

China has come a long way since it pursued a quality-over-quantity approach in 
scientific research. This year might just be the year when fruits of labour start to 
ripen. 
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About Nature Publishing Group (NPG)

Nature Publishing Group (NPG) is a publisher of high impact scientific and medical 
information in print and online. NPG publishes journals, online databases and 
services across the life, physical, chemical and applied sciences and clinical medicine.

Focusing on the needs of scientists, Nature (founded in 1869) is the leading weekly, 
international scientific journal. In addition, for this audience, NPG publishes a range 
of Nature research journals and Nature Reviews journals, plus a range of prestigious 



academic journals including society-owned publications. Online, nature.com provides 
over 5 million visitors per month with access to NPG publications and online 
databases and services, including Nature News and Nature Jobs plus access to 
Nature Network and Nature Education's Scitable.com. 

Throughout all its businesses NPG is dedicated to serving the scientific and medical 
communities and the wider scientifically interested general public. Part of Macmillan 
Publishers Limited, NPG is a global company with principal offices in London, New 
York and Tokyo, and offices in cities worldwide including Boston, Buenos Aires, Delhi, 
Hong Kong, Madrid, Barcelona, Munich, Heidelberg, Basingstoke, Melbourne, Paris, 
San Francisco, Seoul and Washington DC. For more information, please go to 
www.nature.com.

About Nature China

Nature China, a website hosted under nature.com, is dedicated to highlighting the 
best scientific and medical research coming out of mainland China and Hong Kong. 
Every week, the editors of Nature China survey the scientific literature to identify the 
best, recently published papers produced from the region and provide short 
summaries to explain the significance of the research. For more information, please 
go to www.naturechina.com


